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Film reviews: Searching for Sugar Man | Berberian Sound Studio
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IF ¥ OUE never heard of the American folk artist Rodriguez don't worry:
nobody really has — and that's the point {(and one of the chief pleasures) of
this documentary investigation inta his legend.

Searching for Sugar Man

StudioCanal, £17.99

Dizcoverad in a Detrait folk club in the late 1960 by a pair of producers
who thought they might have the next Bob Dylan on their hands, this
troubadour released two flop albums before disappearing from the public
eye. And fargotten he might have remained had a twist of fate not resulted
in his music finding its way to =outh Africa in the 19705 and 1980s where
it effectively went viral and became the soundtrack for a generation of
middle-class Afrikaners who took to the streets to protest Apartheid.

With limited pop culture awareness, these fans just assumed Rodriguez
was as big in the rest of the world as he was in South Africa and this,

combined with an absence of infarmation about the man behind the music,

resulted in rumours that he'd committed suicide on stage. The film picks
up the gquest of two fans as they set out to find out how he really died.
What they unearth, however, i1 a bizarre story, one that is more mundane
than the legend but more magical as a result.
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