
IN the early 1970s Detroit
singer/songwriter Sixto
Rodriguez made two failed
albums then disappeared.
Some said he shot himself

on stage. Others thllt he
doused h,il11se1fil1P~troland set
himself ofi'fire. "'" "

But weirdly those rumours
were·forged in the far off country
of South Africa. In the rest of the
world nobody gave a hoot what
had happe~ed to I:!.im.
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.
the twist by r~vealing what their I
ridiclfl.()\Jsly iinprobll'?!~· it:
discov~ryV\las;Afifj /!£f!'!i?" ".tifJ}

Youpl'obably;would!l}t beliej,~
me anyway. "

But I.will say that Malik
Bendjelloul's near-peH~ct film ,
crafts suspense, com~dy and~
conc:lu"sion touching.e!l0ugh !Q
eaveypurhankie il1!ihr~ds •.j4ffJ!7.:"i

~'Perl1apsthel'e's one)ijibl'e twist
o come and Rodriguets tale.,!!""

will finally get~the globi'll recpgni-
tion it deserves. ~, .,

reveals how the forgotten
Americanbecame.one of the
mQ§tinfh.i~I1t,i.al.arti~ts of
apartheideral~outl1rJ\fric

Thanks to'pootleQ':copie
protest songs hit a n~rvewith
white middle-class youngsters
who were sick of their
oppressivel'acist governm~~t.

Legit .SoutlJ!.Afric:~'!re-iss~~s
followed··aric:l.'.~ooi1'jRpariguez':w
was butsellii'lgthe R911in9 ,
Stones and ~ecoming more
revered than Elvis Presley.The


